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Dear Sir: 

Before taking action in the above-referenced case, please 
make the following amendments to the claims. 



Please add Claims 16-29 as follows: 

16. (New) A system, comprising: 
a system backplane; and 

a printed circuit board (PCB) inserted into the system 



backplane and coupled to receive power therefrom, the PCB 



comprising an integrated circuit that includes: 

a first circuit that detects a hot swap condition 

during an insertion of the PCB into the system backplane 

when the system backplane is powered up; 

a second circuit coupled to the first circuit that 

prevents a pn junction diode in a pull-up transistor from 

going into a forward bias condition; and 

a third circuit coupled to the first and second 

circuits that prevents the pull-up transistor from turning 

on during the hot swap condition. 
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